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AS a below named inventor, I hereby declare thai: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship arc as staled bcIOw next to my name. 

I believe I am the original, first and sole invcnlot (if only one name is listed below) or an ofigmal, firtt and joint 
inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject^ matter which is claimed and for which a patent is soughi 
on the invention entitled 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT — 



the spccificatioo of which (check only one item below): 
fx) is aliacbcd hereto. 
Q was filed as United States application 

Serial No. __ 



on 



and was amended 

on 



. (if applicable) 



\ I was filed as PCT imemational application 
isTumber — ' ^ 



on 

and was amended under PCT Article 19 

on - — ■■ 



. (if applicable) 



I hereby stale thai I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified spccificauon. including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred lo above. 

I acJcnowlcdee the duty to disclose information which is known to mc or other pcrson(5) involved in the 
preparation or prosecution of this ipplication lo be material to the examination of this application and to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56. 

I hereby authorize the U.S. attorney or agent named herein lo accept and follow instructions from 



as to any action taken in the Patent and Trademark Office regarding this application without direct communication 
between the U.S. attorney or agent and the undersigned. In the evcm of a change m ibc persons from whom 
instructions may be lakcn. the U.S. attorney or agent named herein will be so notified by the undersigned. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United Slates Code. §119 of any foreign «Ppi'«"^"f*\|[°; 
patent or inventor s ccnificaic or of any PCT intctnaiionarapplicaiioD(s) designating at least one country otter inai 
the United Stales of America listed below and have also identified below any foreign apphcaiion(s) P*J^"\°^ 
inventor's certificate or any PCT international appiication(s) designating at least one country other than the umica 
States of Amcnca filed by mt on the same subject matter having a filing date before that of ihc application's; oi 
which priority is claimed: 



PRIOR FOREICN/PCT APPUCATION(S) AND ANY PRIORITY CLWMS UNDER 05 U.S.C. 119 



COUNTRY 



Europe 



APPLICATION ViUMecn 



98 81 0930.2 



P«g« t at 2 



DATC op FtUNO 



17/09/1998 



pwo«iTv ct>'Meo 
UNDER as use n« 



□ YES 



□ Vt3 



□ NO 



□ NO 



□ NO 
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1 hereby claim ihc benefit uadct Title 35. United Stales Code. J120 of any Uaiicd Stales appIicaUon(«) or PCX 
iateniaiional appIicarion(K) designating the Uoiied States of America ifaftt is/are listed below tod, insofar as the subject 
matter of each of the claims of this applicaiioa is not disclosed in that/those prior applicaiion(s) ia the manner provided 
by the fixst paragraph of Title 35. Ucircd States Code. 5112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material iaformaiioa as 
dcfmcd in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations. §1^6(8) which occurred between the filing date of the prior 
appUc8iion(s) and the national or PCT international filing date Of this application: 



PRIOR U.S APPUCATIONS Oft PCT IMTERNATIONAL APPUCATICN5 OESIGNA-nNQ THE U.fi, eeNEFHT UNDER 35 U-S-C. 120 



U,5. APPLICATIONS 


ST 


ATUS (CMck oi 


n€i 


U.S- APPUCATtON WUMBER 




PATCwTtO 




AaANOONEO 
































PCT APPUCATIONS D 


eSIGNATlNG THE U.S. 








\ PCT APPl.iCAT 10 N NUMB CA 


PCT nimo OATE 


U.E. SERIAL 

AaS(QMED()r«nyT 
































i 













POWER OF ATTORNEY: Aa a railed invfirtter, I hereby aptwint tn© fonowino aflom©y(s) and/or aoanUa) to prooocatB tn(s appHcatior 
and tranaaa atl businesi (n the Patent and Trademark Offtce ccnnccied ther«wrth. (Ust name and reflistratfon rvumbor) 



Paul J. Vincent Reg. No. 37,461 



6«nd Correapondenc* to: 



Schuster a Partner 
Wiederholdstr . 10 
70174 Stuttgart 



1 


FUU. NAUE 

Of mvei^or 


HILTEBRANDT 


FIRST GrVEN NAUC 

SIEGFRIED 


SECOND QtVCN MAUE 


i 


RESJOCNOf i 

crruENSwip 


cmr 

KNITTLINGEN 


STATE OR FOWCIGK COUfrt-RY 

GERMANY 


COUMTflY CF cmzENSHir 
GERMANY 




POST OFFICE 
Aooaesa 


POST OFFICE AOOWEBS 

D-75438 


CITY 

KMITTfirMfiriN 


STATE lap CODE^IWTWY 

n-7'i4^fi 


i- 


FUU.WAUC 
OF IMVfcf^TOn 




FIMST QIVEM MAUE 


S9CON0 QlVEH KAMC 


cmzENSMip 


urr 


STATE 0« FOHEKJN COUNTRY 


COUWTRY OF CmZENCHIP 


POST ornct 

AD0R£SS 


POST OFFICE AOOntSS 


CITY 


STATE & ftp CQQBjOOUtmr 




ruu. KAME 
Of IMVEMTOR 


t^AMICV NAUC 


FIRST GIVEN NAME 


SECOND GIVEN NAME 


RESfOENCE t 

cmiENSHip 


crrr 


STATE OR FOBOCN COUHTRV 


COUMTRV OF CmiCWSMlP 


POST OFFICE 


POST oppict *uonc3a 


CITY 


STATE A ZIP CO0&COU^^TPY 



Olreet TeUphona Cede to: 

Country Code: 49 
City Code: 711 
Number: 2 2 2 99 40 



I hereby dcciarc under penally of perjury under iKc laws of the Uniied Stales of America ihar all statements made l»"Cin of 
my own knowledge arc true and that all statemcnls made on infornnauon and belief arc believed to be true; and turlftcr mai 
ihcsc statements were made with the loiowlcdpc thai willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fmc ana 
imprisonment, or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United Slates Code and ihat such willful false statcmcnis may 
jeopardize chc validity of the application or any paieni issuing ihcreon. 




3<^^SeptGmber- , 1999 



aiOKATLT^C Of lf*VCKTO« 203 



DATE 



P*X^3 of J 



U.S. OEPAHTMEKT OF 



Sep 99 13:18 .Sie.gfnied Hiltebrandt 07043930273 

^i^.r~^rrt^ ^ PQPTKlFR .^fc. 7 11 299594 5.04 

13-5EP-1999 12:11 ..r-^rrc, PQPTNHK- 



KJrtiK 9^ ftBper>iqrtr AeajCKan of 1906. no pOTOTB 



PTaS8^9 (13-97) 

Pfltert and TrMT^ CffoB: U.3. CePARTMEf/T OF COMMERCE 



STATEMENT CLAIMING SMALL ENTITY STATUS 
(37 CFR 1.S(f) & 1.27(fa)MNDEPENDENT INVENTOR 



Docket Number (Optional) 
US 4037 



Applicant . Patentee, or Identifier , 
Application or PatentNo.: ^ 



HILTEBRANDT, Siegfried 



Filed orlssued: . . 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 
Trtle: 



As a below named inventor, I hereby state that f qualify as an independentinventor ai defined m 37 CFR 1 .9(c) 
for purposes of paying reduced feef to the Patent and Trademark Office described in: 

[2 the specification filed herewith with title as listed above. 

I I the application identified above. 

n the patent identified above. 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed, or liccna fid. and am under no obligation under contract or law to assign, 
grant, convey, or license, any ffghie in the invention to any person who would not qualify as an independent inventor 
under 37 CFR 1 .9(c) if that person had made the invention, or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 
business concern under 37 CFR 1 . 9(d) or a nonproftt organization under 37 CFR 1 .9(e)- 

Each person, concern, or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, or licensed or am under an 
obligation under contract or lew to assign, grant, convey, or license any rights in the rnvention is hated below; 

fx) No such parson, concern, or organization exists. 

Q Each such person, concern, or organization is listed below. 



Separate sUtaments are required from each named person, caoncem. ororganization having rights tothe invention 
stating their status as small entities. (37 CFR 1 .27) 

\ acknowledge the duty to ate. in this application or patent, notification of any change in status rasulting in loss of 
entitlement to smell entity sUtus prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the earliest of **^\'""*J^ °' ^"^ 
maintenance fee due after the date on which status a t a simaU entity It no longer appropriate (37 CFR 1 . 2e(b) ) 



Siegfried HILTEBRANDT 



NAMEOF INVENTOR 



NAMEOF INVENTOR NAME OF INVENTOR 



S^gratura of iftvenlor S^jnatufo of invwor Signature of irrventor 



A September/<^ , 1999 



Data 0»ta Dalo 
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